Dear Church Family,

Another North Texas Annual Conference of the United Meth-
odist Church has come and gone. This year, as in three out of
four years, the Conference was held at Plano Centre. Every
fourth year we meet in Wichita Falls. Conference to me is like
a huge family reunion. The 1,100 Lay delegates and clergy
meet to welcome new members and rejoice in the lives of the
Saints that have gone before us.

The conference was held June 5 through 7, starting with a La-
ity session Sunday night at St. Andrews UMC in Plano. Open-
ing worship was at First United Methodist Church, Richardson;
the service of ordination and commissioning at Custer Road
United Methodist Church where our old friend Paul McKay
was ordained as a Deacon. Presiding over the conference for
the fist time was Bishop W. Earl Bledsoe. Bishop Bledsoe
challenged conference members to “rethink church,” urging
churches to unite around a common vision and reach a younger
generation and work together toward developing a strategic
plan for the future. “If we as an Annual Conference want to
work together for change,” Bishop Bledsoe noted, "we will
need to get our priorities straight. We will have to let go of
some of the things that we have done just because we have
always done them that way.” The sentiment was echoed by the
youth representatives who gave us a strong “talking to” in their
address on Monday, challenging the incumbents to support
them in their efforts to make church and conference a place for
young and old alike.

The conference overwhelmingly approved a year-long strategic
planning process initiated earlier in the year at the bishop’s
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suggestion. The plan will be brought to the 2010 annual con-
ference. Each delegate was given the opportunity to give in-
put to the planning when we broke into small discussion
groups, a first at conference.

Houston Area Bishop Janice Huie was the guest preacher for
the opening service. She particularly praised the inclusion of
young people in the service, including 100 plus interns from
the urban outreach programs Project Transformation and C2K
and college-age camping interns, who were commissioned to
their work at the end of the service.

In the Laity Address, NTC lay leader Richard Hearne cited
recent accomplishments, such as the successful campaign to
raise one million dollars to build a health center and provide
health science scholarships for Africa University. He empha-
sized that there is much more to do and called for laity to take
leadership in programs that make a difference in their lives
and the lives of others. Did you know that the average life
expectancy in some African countries is only thirty-four? A
lack of clean water, doctors and nurses is the main cause to
break that cycle. Our conference has founded and supports
Africa University. Vice-president and development director
Dr. James Salley was on hand to receive a $500,000 check for
scholarships and announce a July 16th dedication for the
health center, which he said would be the finest facility of its
kind in the country. The NTC presented a check for $500,000
in 2008 and the building is almost complete. That is what we
have done as a conference!

Annual conference always reminds me of why | am a Meth-

odist: social conscience, orientation to mission and a burning
desire to make Disciples of Jesus Christ. | hope you can at-

tend next year and get excited about our future.

Gary Wimbish
Lay Leader
Lay Member of Annual Conference

Student Ministry, VBS, UMW

Calendar

Next Grief Support Meeting
Sunday, July 12, 3:00pm, Quiet Room
(please note the day change)
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Thank you to all who supported the FUMC
Music Ministries at our DESSERTS FOR DADS
fundraiser! Your contributions will help pay for
music and supplies for our music ensembles. We
appreciate your generosity and hope you and
“‘Dad” enjoyed your desserts!

During July we will be hearing from these talented
musicians who will present inspiring music
selections: pianist Sung-Yun Kim, vocalist Mark
Johnson, percussionist Amy Reddoch and vocalist
Stephen Romo. We look forward to listening to
each one and we thank them all for using their gifts
to praise God!

We will begin our ensemble music rehearsals
again soon. We hope you will prayerfully consider
joining an FUMC music group. Previous
experience is not necessary. If you enjoy singing,
we hope you will join us! If you have any
questions, please contact Sonja Roebuck at 972-
625-1281 or sonja.roebuck@fumctc.org.

See you in church on Sunday as we joyfully praise
Jesus Christ together!

Sonja Roebuck, Music Director
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Crossroads is for young adults ranging from 18 to
25 years and meets in the summer time for fellow-
ship and Bible study. If you are a young adult and
have graduated from High School, join us. For
more information and to find out where we will be
meeting each week, contact Brett Hathaway at 972-
625-2302.

FUMC, THE COLONY
FINANCIAL REPORT

$447,905 Annual Operating Budget

$8,614 Weekly Average Contributions Needed
(annual budget / 52)

$8,334 Weekly Average Contributions Received
(through 24 weeks)

($280) Average Weekly Shortfall
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It’s July and half the year has -

passed and summer is fully upon us. In atribute to
Mother’s Day, we hosted the UMW for breakfast
and a program about the CCA. Returning the favor,
the UMW hosted us in June for breakfast. It was
truly a great time and I would like to thank Joyce
Fulco and the women of our UMW for a grand
breakfast (we still think Mike helped with the
gravy). So far this year we have helped Amigos
and Project Transformation and we have heard from
Dick Davis (and his service as a Christian based
counselor), our local CCA (and its history and op-
portunities), and Allen Clark (and his testimony as a
“Wounded Soldier, Healing Warrior”). However,
we have much work left to do. Join us for our
monthly meeting and fellowship on July 11 at
8:00am. Come hungry and be filled with good
food, fellowship and His word.

Glenn McGlaun, UMM President

$62,315 Extension Ministries (Apportionments) Annual

$17,410 Paid to Date (through 24 weeks)

$44,905 Remaining to be Paid

K..C.K. NEWS
Kids in Christ’s Kingdom ., n-’,-]-
(4th & 5th grade youth) it
Sunday, July 26th, 5:00pm HII]GI]
If you have questions or need more informa-

tion, please contact Heather Deputy at 469-
384-1590 or hadeputy@yahoo.com.
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Ll The Power of Introductions

On May 17, 2009, Rev. Jim Ozier brought his “Power of Introductions”
sermon to our 11:00 FUMC congregation. Rev. Ozier based his com-
ments on Romans 12:13, which states: “Contribute to the needs of the
saints; provide hospitality to visitors.” Rev. Ozier

emphatically stated that “we should not miss the opportunity to
introduce church guests to Jesus Christ.”

Rev. Ozier is the new church development officer for the Methodist

1| North Texas Conference (NTC). Prior to his current assignment,

‘ , he was pastor of the 4000-member Trietsch Memorial UMC, Flower

" Judith and Rebecca welcome | Mound, for nearly 18 years. In a time when average church attendance
Jim Ozier to FUMC" was declining, Trietsch more than tripled in size.

Rev. Ozier's message provided powerful and practical words to help our church grow. He provided recom-
mendations and specific techniques on how our FUMC members can become even more welcoming to our
guests and other church members. For example, he recommended that we view our church visitors as
guests. This is not just a play on words. A guest is welcome because you are eager to see them and be-
cause they are very welcome in your church. A visitor is just a visitor.

Rev. Ozier commented that “we should strive to create a culture to ‘link’ with other people on Sunday morn-
ings.” To help with this process, he passed out “5-10-Link Rule” cards to everyone in the congregation.
These cards are simple reminders to:

* “5” - Five minutes before and after the Sunday morning worship service you should look for someone you
don’t know. Then, go introduce yourself.

® “10” - If you are in a group discussion, find someone within 10’ to bring into your group conversation.

* “Link” — find a common link between the new person and someone in your group. For example, do they

both play golf? By linking or connecting a common trait, it will be much easier for people to get to know
each other.

In addition, people normally avoid conversation when they don’t remember a name. But, there is no sin in
not remembering a name. Rev. Ozier recommended that “when you don’t remember someone’s name, just
say: Help me with the name...”

We THANK Rev. Ozier for his guidance in helping FUMC become a more welcoming church. If you would
like to see Rev. Ozier’s actual sermon, videos are available upon request.

30s/40s Group
The 30s/40s Group will meet Saturday, July 18, at 6:00pm in the narthex.

I you have questions or need more information,
please contact Heather Deputy at 469-384-1590 or hadeputy@yahoo.com.

GOING ON VACATION?

Vacation time is here! While we’re out of town, having fun, or hanging around in the
sun for a good ol’ stay-cation, FUMC still needs your support. Many projects continue
here in the Summertime — Vacation Bible School, Kids Eat Free, Project Transforma-
tion, in addition to our year-round programs. We appreciate your prayers, presence
and gifts all year long, Summertime too!

The Messenger 3



Ladies, come one.....come all to help us (] I
celebrate doing “nothing.” That’s right, we ’ A\ S
are going to chill out and *“chit chat” for the N\ 4 . A

July breakfast. We will be having pot luck so plan to

share your gourmet “creations” (no donuts!). Hope Okay, we've had a great!!!!l time on mission trip and

to see you there! 1 45"  *  *6233 . we thanked everyone for their contributions to our

Joyce Fulco, UMW President successftul trip at the sponsor dinner and NOW
WHAT? SUMMER! HOT AND WINDY! That's
what!

Remember that you can come to Bible Munch on
Thursdays at noon. Bring your lunch to munch and
your Bible to digest! We are studying I Corinthians,
a great book written by the Apostle Paul that will
get us started thinking theologically.....sounds impor-
tant huh? Basically, it means thinking about God in
all we do....that's pretty much what Jesus meant
when he said that we were to love God with all our
heart, mind, body....and to love our neighbors. So, I
guess we are on the mark....come anytime, after
cheerleader camp, scout camp, vacation, you can join
us whenever you can! We would love to have your

gxperientce "-Dlscoveeoﬂ[verqwhere voice in our discussion. We're in the Youth Building!
vacatmn Blblé School Later in July we will be having an outing....what does
that mean? Well, it's up to the Student Council to
All children ages 3 (potty trained) to 5™ grade decide.....tell ‘em what you want.....rock-climbing?
are invited to go to the edge this summer for Tell ‘em. Hawaiian Falls? Tell ‘em. Movie night? Tell
Vacation Bible School. Camp E.D.G.E.: Experience ‘em. Who's on Student Council? Well, actually YOU.
+ Discover God Everywhere is an extreme adven- Anyone who is 6™ to 12" grade can be on Student
ture camp taking kids on exciting Bible treks to Council....so tell yourself....and maybe a few others....
experience and discover God everywhere, every- pad the vote....I'm not influencing...just saying....
day. Help with PROJECT TRANSFORMAT ION!HHnnmnm
The fun begins Sunday, July 19 and ends We will be driving (well, some of us, some will be rid-
Thursday, July 23 from 6 pm to 8:30 pm at ing) to Chapel Hill UMC (not at all far away) to help
the church. Each Bible trek is supported with read with young children...you can do that!!!l We
songs, crafts, games, science activities, and have to be there at 9:30 so we will be meeting at
snacks. There is a $5 donation per child and a the church at 8:45 to carpool down. We are done at
$10 maximum per family. noon so we will come home....maybe we will go have
lunch together...what do you think? Chili’'s or some-
To be a part of all the extreme fun at Camp thing?
E.D.G.E. fill out the enclosed registration form,
pick one up at the Information Station, the CALL ME and sign up. Great NHS credit hours!!!!
church office or visit the church website at The days we are going are Tuesday, June 30 and
www.fumctc.org. If you have any questions, Wednesday, July 1. CALL ME!!!!l (That's Rebecca

please contact Rebecca Grogan at 972-625-1281. @ 972-625-1281.)
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